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A TIGIUI FIGHT. 
* ■ From the Oriental Annual Jor 1836. 

A man entered the arena (of the Raja of Coorg), 
armed only with a Coorg knife, and clothed in short 
trowsers, which barely covered his hips, and extended 
halfway down his thighs. The instrument, which he 
wielded in his right hand, was a heavy blade, something 
like the coulter of a plough, about two feet long, and 
full three inches wide, gradually diminishing^ towards 
the handle, with which it formed a right angle. '1 hi;^ 
knife is used with great dexterity by the Coorgs, being 
swung round in the hand before the blow is inflicted, and 
then brought into contact with the object intended to be 
struck, with a force and effect truly astounding. The 
champion, who now presented himself before the Rajah, 
was about to be opposed to a tiger, which he volunteered 
to encounter almost naked, and armed only with the 
weapon I have just described. He was rather tall, with 
a slight figure ; but his chest was deep, his arms long and 
muscular. His legs were tliin : yet tlie action of the 
muscles were perceptible with every movement, whilst 
the freedom of his gait, and the few contortions he per- 
formed preparatory to the hazardous enterprise in which 
he was about to engage, showed that he possessed un- 
common activity, combined with no ordinary degree of 
strength. The expression of his eountendnce was abso- 
lutely sublime when he gave the signal for the tiger to be 
let loose : it was the very concentration of moral energy 
— the index of a high and settled resolution. His body 
glistened with the oil which had been rubbed over it in 
order to promote the elasticity of his limbs. He raised 
his arm for several moments above his head when he 
made the motion to admit his enemy into the area. The 
bars of a large cage were instantly lifted from above; a 
huge royal tiger sprang forward and stood before the 
Coorg, waving its tail slowly backward and forward, 
erecting the hair upon it, and uttering a suppressed howl. 
The animal first looked at the man, then at the gallery 
where the Rajah and his court were seated to see the 
sports, but did not appear at all easy in its present state 
of freedom - it was evidently confounded at the novelty 
of its position. Altera short survey, it turned suddenly 
round, and bounded into its cage, from which the keepers, 
who stood above, beyond the reach of mischief, tried to 
force it, but in vain. The bars were then dropped, and 
several crackers fastened to its tail, which projected 
through one of the intervals. A lighted match was put 
into the hand of the Coorg ; the bars were again raised 
and the crackers ignited. The tiger now darted into the 
arena with a terrific yell, and whde the crackers were 
exploding, it leaped, turned, and writhed as if in a state 
of frantic excitement. It at length crouched in a corner, 
gnarling as a cat does when alarmed. Meanwhile^ its 
retreat had been cut off by securing the cage. During 
the explosion of the crackers the Coorg stood watching 
the enemy, and at length advanced towards it with a slow 
but firm step. The tiger roused itself and retreated, the 
fur on its back being erect, and its tail apparently dilated 
to twice the usual size. It was not at all disposed to 
commence hostilities; but its resolute foe was not to be 
evaded. Fixing his eyes intently upon the deadly crea- 
ture, he advanced with the same measured step, the tiger 
retreating as before, but still presenting its front to its 
enemy. The Coorg now stopped suddenly ; then mov- 
ing slo \\y backward, the tiger raised itself to its full 
height, curved its back to the necessary segment for a 
spring, and lasht'd its tail, evidently meditating mischief. 
The man continued to retire; and as soon as he was at 
so great a distance that the fixed expression of his eye 
was no longer distinguishable, the ferocious brute made a 
sudden bound forward, crouched, and sprang with a 
short, sharp growl. Its adversary, .fully prepared for 
this, leaped actively on one side, and as the tiger reached 
the ground, swung round his heavy knife, and brought it 
with irresistible force upon the animal's hind leg, just 
above the joint. The bone was instantly severed, and 
the tiger eifectually prevented from making a second 
•priflg, Xhe wounded b^nst roared ; but turning »ud* 



denly on the Coorg, who had by this time retired several 
yards, advanced fiercely upon him, its wounded leg hang- 
ing loose in the skin, showing that it was broken. The 
tiger, now excited to a pitch of reckless rage, rushed 
forward upon its three legs towards its adversary, who 
stoo4 with his heavy knife upraised, calmly awaiting the 
encounter. As soon as the savage creature was within 
his reach, he brought down the ponderous weapon upon 
its head with a force v\hich nothing could resist, laid 
oppn the skull from ear to ear, and the vanquished foe 
fell dead at his feet. He then coolly wiped the knife on 
the animal's hide, made a dignified salaam to the Rajah, 
and retired amid the loud acclamations of the spectators. 
His Highness informed us that the man had killed seve- 
ral tigers in a similar manner ; and that, although upon 
one or two occasions he had been severely scratched, lie 
had never been seriously wounded. The Coorgs, more- 
over, are known often to attack this terrible animal in the 
jungles with their heavy, sharp knives, and with almost 
unfailing success. Upon the present occasion, nothing 
could exceed .he cool, cautious, and calculating precision 
with which the resolute Hindoo went through this dan- 
gerous performance. 



THE KXILK. 



From the Dublin University Magazine, 

I come, a wanderer, from the mountain's brow ; 
The vales are chill, the waves are murmuring now; 
I roam, roam onward, weary and in woe. 
And sigh for ever, Whither must I go ? 

Methinks the very sunbeams here feel cold — 
Bloom seems Decay — each face looks worn and old; 
Men's language sounds as vacant as the air — 
Alas i I am a stranger everywhere ! 

Where art thou, land beloved and unforgot ? 
I seek thee, sigh for thee, but see thee not ; 
Green land of all my fondest hopes below ! 
Land where my roses ever blush and blow ! 

Land which in midnight dreams I wander through ! 
Land where my Dead shall one day rise anew! 
Land of the language to my memory dear J 
In vain I look for thee — thou art not here. 

I roam, roam onwards, weary and in woe, 
And sigh for ever, Whither must I go ? 
And answering voices whisper at my heart, 
** Joy smilcth everywhere, save where thou art T 




FINGAL'S CAVE. 
It 13 really astonishing how little is known concerning 
the numerous islands by which the Irish and Scottish 
coasts are surrounded ; in many of them there are na- 
tural curiosities and remnants of antiquity quite sufiicieht 
to attract the attention of the naturalist or the anti- 
quarian. Notwithstanding all that has been said of the 
Hebrides l>y Johnson, few have been induced to vi^it 
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them J and the manners and habiW peculiar to tlio inha- 
bitants are, in fact> at this moment as little kno-wn a3 
those of the South Sea islands. 

Fingals Ctive, sitviated in the island of Staflf-a, is, we 
should suppose, familiar at least in name to the generality 
of our readers. The following description of St. Kilila, 
given by one of a company who recently visited the place, 
will, we are sore, gratify many. 

«« The steamer Glenalhyn, Daniel Mathieson com- 
mander, proceeded from Oban (a sea-port in Inver- 
ness, within a day's sail of Glasgow), on Saturday, the 
SGtii, about eleven a. m. for the Spar Cave, calling at 
ToDermorey. On her arrival at the Spar Cave, theeven- 
Mig proved particularly propitious, and the passengers had 
nn opportunity of visiting it, with preparations, by man- 
ropes, torches, &c. 

"At day-light next morning she started for Loch-Appin, 
and arrived there about six o'clock, where all the passen- 
gers landed, and experienced one of the most splendid 
views imaginable. This romantic lake is celebrated in a 
note, by Sir Walter Scott, to his poem of the "Lord of 
the Isles ;" but notwithstanding his incomparable powers 
of description, the sublimity of the scenery surpassed it in 
reality. Proceeding to Lochbraccadale, she received 
some young geologists, from whence she went to Lochna- 
inuddy, and took on board a pilot, about three p, m. under 
whose guidance she proceeded through the very intricate 
Sound of Harris, studded with rocks ; and after gaining 
the open sea, a beautiful expanse of ocean opened itself 
to the view of many, who then, for the first time, had 
witnessed the broad Atlantic without the view of land 
beyond. About midnight they arrived off St. Kilda. 
Owing to there being no person acquainted with the an- 
chorage. Captain Mathieson advisedly let off the steam, 
and hove the vessel to under her sails. At dayli.i>ht the 
steam was set on, and the vessel very soon approached the 
bay opposite to where the whole inhabi*cants of the island 
reside. At this time it was about four a. m. and the 
steamer fired off two of her cannon— the report of which 
aroused the natives, who issued from their dwellings like 
flocks of bees. As the Glcnalbpi was the first steamer 
that ever touched at St. KiJda, its unwonted appearance, 
and the noise of escaping steam combined, led the natives 
simultaneously to flee to the steepest crags. In a short 
time, however, one of the party, more courageous than 
the others, slowly returned, and approached the minister's 
house, when, after remaining for some little time, he 
again went back, and headed them to the beach. St. 
Kilda is said by the poet to be upon the " melancholy 
main;*' but to the visitors and visited, upon this occassion, 
it was ixjoyoKs scene in the extreme. Many of those who 
landed had previously provided themselves with quantities 
of tobacco, cotton handkerchiefs of gay patterns, &c. ; 
the former of which they distributed liberally amongst the 
itiale part of the population, and the latter amongst the 
Tnatrons and maids, some of whom, upon discovering 
themselves to be so unexpectedly adorned, actually shed 
tears of exultation. 

*' The population consists of twenty-one families, or 
ninety-three individuals, who have never increased for the 
last century. Many of them marry very young, and, of 
course, with near relatives, which may partly account for 
the apparent deterioration of the race. The clergyman's 
duties appear to be strictly confined to religious matters. 
The magisterial duties devolve upon the only individual 
in the island (with the exception of the minister) who 
speaks the English language, and who is employed by the 
proprietor as ground officer to collect the feathers, &c. 
which are given by the natives in lieu of rent, and who 
terms himself* Baron Bailie.' His cast of countenance is 
rather intelligent, and he appears, from his air, to assume 
a considerable degree of authority, but in dress and other- 
wise he appears like the other natives. The houses, 
twenty-one in number, are collected close to each other, 
with very narrow passages between, and form a circle, 
at one side of which the Baron Baillie has a bench erected, 
where he holds courts once a week, and dispenses justice 
hberally. * 

"A house, remote from the others, has a lock on the 
M>or (the only one amongst the natives), where young 



couples are placed in upon being ttlarried, tftid t^e dtwn* 
locked upon them for twenty-four hours; there are &lro 
several other houses at a distance, where the inhabitants 
store their feathers. At this season of the year they catch 
the fowl by descending the cliffs, suspended by a rope, 
composed of horse hair, which two or three persons hold 
above. The person capturing the birds has a piece of wood 
or branch, similar to a common fishing rod, to the end of 
which there is a piece of hair line, about a foot in lengthi 
formed into a running noose, which he places over the head 
of the bird, and by pulling it towards him the noose 
tightens upon the bird's neck, which he then unfastens, 
and takes in another. There is neither surgeon nor mid- 
wife in the island ; and when children are born, they are 
fed for the first five days upon butter dissolved in milk, 
and should it happen to survive that period, it is then 
suckled. It is ascertained that only one out of ten parses 
the age of infancy. A natural transition leads us to pro- 
ceed from the birth to the death— and on the occasion of 
a funeral, the whole population follow the body, in a di- 
rect line to the place of interment ; bufe should the doath 
be untimely (more especially by a fall from the cliff'i), 
then what may be termed a Roman, or perhaps an Irish, 
howl takes place, and the natives abstain from every occu- 
pation for a period of-three days. Their houses are in 
general built of loose stones, about five feet in height, 
and composed of great masses, usually from four to six 
feet in thickness, thatched with straw. Their beds, or 
rather places of repose, are, for the winter and spring 
months, in a recess within the before-mentioned thick 
walls, where a quantity of fog, without any covering, is 
laid. Before leaving, all the natives were invited oil 
board to view the steamer, of which invitation the male 
part of the population accepted, but declined to allow the 
females to accompany them. On their being taken into 
the cabin, its splendour overcame them to such a degree, 
that many of them seemed inclined to kneel and worship. 
They asked if the ship belonged to the King, and whether 
or not he had any others, and if so large? But on being 
informed that his Majesty had vessels of four times the 
size, they appeared not to credit it; and several ot them 
being shown their images in a large mirror, started with 
afiright— one in particular, for on being asked if he thought 
it was his brother, he became still more alarmed, and said 
that he never had one in his life. 

" About eight a. m. she sailed from St. Kilda, and pro- 
ceeded back through the Sound of Harris, and then along 
the north of Long Island to Stornoway, where she arrived 
about ten o'clock, after experiencing a heavy sea, and 
strong breeze a-hcad ; she then sailed, about one a. m. on 
Tuesday morning, for Oban, and called at Portree, where 
preparations were making for one of the Skye annual 
markets ; from thence through the inner sounds, passing 
Egg and Rum, in the former of which is the celebrated 
cave described by Sir Walter Scott in one of his notes to 
the poem of the * Lord of the Isles.' On arriving at Staffa, 
the evening proved to be particularly fine, and^ the pas- 
sengers had every opportunity of exploring its varied 
wonders; and when the company sung the anthem of 
* God save the King/ in Fii\gal's Cave, the effect was re- 
markably striking. Thereafter she proceeded to lona, and 
it being then about sunset^ the sublimity of the scenery, 
accompanied with associations of elevated emotions, 
caused the visit to be of peculiar interest. Several of the 
young gentlemen went ashore to enjoy the night at the 
mn. At daylight on Wednesday, the 50th, the vessel re- 
turned to Oban, and landed the whole of the passengers 
about eleven o'clock, a. h." 



THE WRECKERS. 

33Y JAMES SHERIDAN KNOWtES. 

We know not where the following story first appeared 
—whether in a Montreal paper, the Irish Advocate, from 
which we copy it, or somewhere else. At all events it 
is a good story. . 

It was a March morning— dark, yet without a drop ot 
rain or breath of wind— that kind of marbiy-black, com- 
pact sky, which is the sure forerunner of a storm. The 
night had been a raw and cold one— too cold to sleep 
with comfort in the open air; yet such was Sie chamber 



